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The new features of the site fall into three main areas.

The first is a pair of shallow pools designed as wader pools

for bird species such as lapwing, snipe and redshank, which
also attract green sandpiper. These pools are designed to
progressively dry out as the Spring and Summer passes,
exposing fresh muddy margins. They are fed by a water supply,
in the event of drying out too fast, and can be topped up from
a reservoir designed to look like a branch channel of the Redhill
Brook. Floodwater can only be taken from the Brook in winter,
so the channel floods and water is then held there.

The middle section comprises two deep ponds, which hold
water all year round and are straddled by a new public access
route. Hopefully these will attract great crested newt, which are
found nearby, but not on the Moors itself. These ponds, like the
other waterbodies created have been attractively planted up with
native wetland plants appropriate to the area.

The final section is a pair of small pools which are
ideal for dragonflies.

Whilst the scheme is still settling in all the signs are that it is
working. It floods beautifully in winter (the new permissive
path gives you the feeling of walking on water!) and all the
pools do exactly what they should in summer. Numbers

of Snipe have more than quadrupled and the damselflies
and dragonflies have been fantastic. Grazing b1y traditional
“Sussex” breed cattle has now been introduced to manage
many of the grassland areas.
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SEE HOW IT WORKS

You can walk around the edges of the Moors, following
the footpaths, but don’t be disappointed if you can’t
find many of the features that are described above.

They are hidden away in sanctuary areas of the site.
Guided walks and other events are held which provide
a chance to see how it all works. Alternatively why
not join one of our regular work parties we’re holding
on the Moors!

THE BIG PICTURE

The Moors is special for one further and very exciting
reason. It is the western end of Nutfield Marsh Nature
Reserve, (see map overleaf) stretching along the Redhill
Brook some 2.5km to join up with Spynes Mere reserve
to the West. This extended reserve will also incorporate
Holmethorpe Lagoons and potentially Mercers West.

The Moors you see today is thanks to the restoration of the site, through
a partnership between Surrey Wildlife Trust, Biffa Waste Services, The
Environment Agency, Linden Homes, Sibelco UK and Surrey County Council.
The scheme was funded through the generosity of the Biffaward landfill tax
scheme.
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www.surreywildlifetrust.org
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Nutfield Marsh
Nature Reserve

The Moors Story

Restoration of a major wetland habitat
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